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From time 
to time, I will 
be sending you 
a newsletter as 
a way to keep 
you informed 
about legislative 
happenings in 
Harrisburg and 
events throughout the district. This 
newsletter is just one of the many 
ways I reach out to residents of the 
108th District. Other ways include 
my website at LyndaCulver.com, 
my Facebook page at Facebook.com/
RepCulver and email blasts.

As this newsletter reaches you, we 
have completed our spring legislative 
calendar and are working on many 
issues to address this fall. The state 
budget was passed on time for the 
first time in eight years (See related 
story on page 2), and numerous oth-
er laws were enacted to improve our 
jobs climate, protect our communi-
ties and reform state government.

It is a privilege working with each 
of you to help make our area an even 
better place to live, work and raise 
our families. I encourage you to let 
me know your thoughts, opinions 
and suggestions for state government. 
My door is always open.

Respectfully,

Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver

Culver Takes Oath of Office at Capitol Ceremony
Joined by my family and constituents, I took the oath of of-
fice for the first time to represent the 108th District on Jan. 
4. You have placed your trust and respect in me and, for the 
next two years, I will work hard to ensure your voices are 
heard throughout the Capitol. 

New State Budget Reflects Economic Realities

Dear Neighbor,

On June 30, Gov. Tom Corbett signed 
the 2011-12 state budget on schedule for 
the first time in eight years. This budget rep-
resents many difficult decisions in terms of 
spending priorities; however, the main fo-
cus of this plan was to right-size government 
and to bring spending in line with actual, 
recurring revenues. At $27.15 billion, this 
budget is one that controls spending, as evi-
denced in that it is even lower than the pro-
posal unveiled by the governor in March. In 
fact, it is 4 percent, or $1 billion, less than 
the 2010-11 fiscal year budget.

We certainly did not enjoy making the 
cuts in funding which will result in much 
belt-tightening. We were able to restore sig-
nificant funding to education – including 
$9.34 billion and nearly $1 billion for high-
er education. Additional funding will go to-
ward inpatient care, rape crisis and domestic 
violence services, trauma centers, burn cen-
ters, critical care hospitals and obstetric and 
neonatal hospitals, as well as a flexible fund-
ing stream for county officials to use for 
various social service needs. The governor’s 

original budget proposed to eliminate these 
items or reduce their funding drastically.

During the budget process, much of the 
debate focused on efforts to increase state 
spending by $700 million of unexpected 
revenue, some of which was one-time rev-
enue to the General Fund. To help reach a 
balanced budget, about half of that amount 
was used in the overall spending plan. I 
joined the majority of my colleagues in re-
serving half of these funds to better enable 
the Commonwealth to deal with looming li-
abilities, including $3.7 billion owed to the 
federal government for extended unemploy-
ment compensation benefits, $716 million 
which has been awarded by the Common-
wealth Court to replace misappropriated 
MCare funds, plus additional billions in 
pension and debt service obligations.

Many of the funding restorations were 
made possible by reducing waste, fraud and 
abuse in our welfare system. See page 2 for 
more details.FACEBOOK?
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Education Funding 
Given Increases Over 
Governor’s Proposal

One of the focuses of this year’s 
budget discussion was public educa-
tion, which rightfully receives more 
than a third of the state budget.

For the last three state budget cy-
cles, education received unsustain-
able increases, funded in large part 
by federal stimulus dollars. When 
the previous administration factored 
in federal money, it dramatically re-
duced state support to backfill it with 
stimulus funding. As a result, school 
districts were surprised to see the de-
creases proposed by the governor in 
his March budget proposal.

In many cases, schools were receiv-
ing less state aid during the latter years 
of the Rendell administration but they 
received overall increases due to fed-
eral stimulus funding.

Now that federal stimulus funding 
is gone, we were left with even bigger 
holes to fill. That’s why we cautioned 
schools not to spend the money on 
recurring programs or salaries. Some 
of them overspent, while others were 
mindful of the one-time funding. 

In the end, I believe we reached a 
decent compromise. Basic education 
subsidies were increased at or above 
2008-09 levels and about $230 mil-
lion more than the Corbett proposal. 
We also added $100 million as part 
of the very successful Accountability 
Block Grant program, which allows 
districts to use the money as they 
see fit. We believe we did the best we 
could for school districts, given the 
current fiscal restraints.

In addition, higher education fund-
ing was increased to levels above the 
original proposal, which cut the ap-
propriation by 50 percent. The alloca-
tion for the state-owned universities 
totaled $412 million, or 82 percent 
of the prior funding level. The state-
related universities, including Penn 
State and Pitt, received $559 million, 
or 81 percent of last year’s funding 
level. Community colleges are receiv-
ing 90 percent of last year’s funding.

This is being made possible by a 
reprioritization of funding that was 
originally directed to the Department 
of Public Welfare (DPW). By adjust-
ing DPW’s line items to address the 
documented error rate, as well as cases 
of waste, fraud and abuse, $404 mil-
lion will be redirected to education 
funding. The department will still be 
able to provide services to the most 
vulnerable citizens.

House Passes Reforms as First Order of Business
PennWATCH spending database now law

Our residents are adamant that state government must change the way business is done, 
and we must follow through with strong and decisive action to ensure reform is part of the 
new culture in Harrisburg. 

A package of seven reform bills designed to enhance accountability in state government 
and restore trust in Harrisburg were the first bills considered this session, and one of them 
has become law.

Act 18 of 2011 establishes an online, searchable database of all state government ex-
penditures, known as PennWATCH. Once fully operational, the PennWATCH website 
will list all state government expenditures within the Commonwealth and the public can 
search the site at no cost.

This package includes measures to:
• Place limits on who can review bids for state contracts by preventing an individual 

who has been employed by a company bidding on a project from being part of the review 
process.

• Apply the state’s Right-to-Know law to public procurement contracts and allow ad-
vanced public inspection of non-competitively awarded contracts.

• Prohibit legislators from creating and/or maintaining non-profit organizations that 
receive public funds. 

• Extend whistleblower protection to employees of nonprofits and private sector compa-
nies with state contracts who report waste of public money obtained by their employer for 
services or work. Similar protections will apply to legislative employees. 

The bills passed the House overwhelmingly and are now before the state Senate for con-
sideration.

Welfare Reforms Address Cases of Waste, Fraud and Abuse
As part of this year’s budget and our effort to control government spending, an array 

of welfare reforms were implemented with the state’s Welfare Code. With these reforms, 
we are seeking to ensure that only those who are eligible receive assistance and to restore 
integrity to the system.

The reforms include:
• Drug testing. Drug felons applying for welfare assistance will be subjected to random 

drug testing before receiving benefits. This will help ensure that welfare benefits are not 
being used to subsidize drug abuse. 

• Anti-Benefit Shopping. Residents receiving public assistance benefits are now only 
eligible for benefits based on the levels allowed in their county of legal residence, regardless 
of where benefit applications are made in the Commonwealth. Previously, welfare recipi-
ents were able to apply for benefits in counties other than their home county as “tempo-
rary” residents and receive that county’s benefit level. This change ensures residents cannot 
defraud the system by “shopping around” for the highest benefit.

• Income Eligibility Verification System. DPW will now be required to use an elec-
tronic cross-reference system to provide a 19-point check on applicants’ eligibility. 

• Special Allowance Program Changes. For years, the Special Allowance program has 
been the target of reforms following audit reports showing the program was extensively 
abused, wasting millions of dollars. DPW must now look at ways to scale back this pro-
gram. This measure requires reductions of up to 25 percent within the program.

We have identified more than $470 million in budget savings in DPW. These reductions 
reflected a 4 percent error rate acknowledged by the Rendell and Obama administrations. 
The final budget includes about $400 million in welfare savings, and these reforms will 
help ensure the department has the ability to achieve these savings.

Members of the Warrior Run Girls Soccer Team were honored March 1 for capturing their 
first state soccer title. I had the honor of presenting them with citations from the House 
of Representatives. The Lady Warriors earned their first state title by defeating Sewickley 
Academy by a score of 4-0. Their overall record for the season was 21 wins, four losses and 
one tie. Leading the team to their state title were Head Coach Jen Allen, Assistant Coach 
Alecia Gold and Volunteer Coaches Kelly Landis and Elle Hammeetman. 



Along with representatives and officials with 
the Milton Public Library, I joined other 
local and state officials in Milton Borough 
and Northumberland County to officially 
break ground for the new Milton Public Li-
brary on March 3. The project, estimated at 
nearly $4 million, is being funded through 
a combination of state and federal grants, 
private contributions and loan financing.

VOLUNtEERS APPRECiAtEd
Before I took office, I vowed to residents this office would be owned by the people. After all, I am your employee. In keeping true to 

that word, if anyone in the community would like to serve as a volunteer in our district office to help with constituent services, please 
contact me at (570) 286-5885. This can include just a few hours a week. Also, I am looking for residents to serve on my Citizens Advi-
sory Groups, especially for an Education Advisory Group we’re forming, and to serve as local Community Coordinators.
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Sign Up to Receive 
E-Newsletter to 

Reduce Mailing Costs

I have been investigating alterna-
tive ways to communicate with you 
that are informative, environmental-
ly conscious and cost effective. You 
are currently receiving my printed 
newsletters through the mail, and 
although constituents tell me they 
are worthwhile, they are costly to 
mail. Using improved technology, 
electronic communication is an ef-
fective tool to keep you informed. 
Via email and the Web, I am able 
to communicate with you at a much 
reduced cost.

To accomplish this goal, I am of-
fering you the option of receiving 
future newsletters from my office 
in an online format. If you’d like 
to make this switch, please take a 
moment and log onto my website 
at LyndaCulver.com and click the 
“Have Your Newsletter Delivered 
Online” icon.  A simple form will be 
there for you to complete.

As part of the Stock Market Game Legislative Challenge sponsored by EconomicsPennsylvania, 
I participated against seventh-grade students at St. Monica School. They include (from left) 
St. Monica CEO Susan Bickhart; students Emily Troutman, Skyla Strocko, Brittney Lahr, An-
gelique PoraGratti; and teacher Theresa Bzdil. The statewide competition involves teams of stu-
dents challenging their local legislators to determine who can amass the largest stock portfolio 
in the Spring Stock Market Game, which is open to teachers and students grade 4-12. The game 
is a 10-week simulation that offers players the opportunity to invest a hypothetical $100,000 in 
stock chosen from the American, New York and NASDAQ markets.

2011-12 Committee 
Assignments

•  Aging and Older Adult Services
•  Labor and Industry
•  Commerce
•  State Government

Sale of Concentrated Bath Salts Now Banned in Pennsylvania
In June, Pennsylvania joined a growing list of states to ban the sale of synthetic mari-

juana and bath salts marketed as synthetic cocaine.
Act 7 of 2011 adds chemical compounds in these drugs to the state’s list of controlled 

substances. The effects of these salts are comparable to methamphetamine abuse.
This danger of these substances was brought to our attention locally by both the law 

enforcement and medical professionals, both of whom were the first to encounter situa-
tions in which bath salts were being used.

The spread of concentrated bath salts has rapidly penetrated our communities, namely 
because many users believe that because the drugs are legal, they must be safe to use. That 
is far from the reality of the situation and why we needed to prohibit the sale of these 
chemicals and get them off store shelves. 

Cases of smoking, injecting or inhaling bath salts are making headlines because users 
are getting high and turning violent. Some users have committed crimes while high and 
others have injured themselves to the point of emergency room visits. Several people 
throughout the state have died taking the drug.

Under the new law, the state’s Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act 
is expanded to ban the sale of substances with chemicals known as salvia divinorum, 
salvinorin A, divinorin A, synthetic marijuana and synthetic cocaine, all of which have a 
high potential for abuse.

The bath salts that are now banned do not include those sold at specialty retailers or de-
partment stores. The bath salts with the chemical compound were traditionally found at 
hemp stores, tobacco shops and other outlets that sold brands like “Ivory Wave,” “White 
Lightning” and “Hurricane Charlie.”

The legislation took effect Aug. 22.

C
o
n
g
r
a
t
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
s



 Job-Friendly Bill Signed by Governor

Legislation that reforms the way in which liability law-
suits are handled in Pennsylvania was signed into law on 
June 28. This new law, called the Fair Share Act, will af-
ford greater flexibility to small businesses, which often 
face high costs because of the way our legal system is 
structured.

Two-thirds of small business owners say they make 
business decisions to avoid lawsuits, 23 percent say those 
decisions have forced them to cut employee benefits, and 
11 percent say those decisions have forced them to lay off 
employees. 

With this new law, we are seeking to prevent abuse 
of the legal system, thereby encouraging employers and 
businesses to keep jobs, create jobs and attract more jobs. 
Under the Fair Share Act, a defendant will be held respon-
sible only for his or her proportionate share of the total 
damages awarded to compensate a plaintiff. 

According to the National Federation of Independent 
Business in Pennsylvania, six out of every 10 businesses 
feel they would be able to increase revenues and invest 
these earnings in their businesses if they were assured they 
would be protected from frivolous lawsuits. 

Rep. Kurt Masser and I joined Gov. Tom Corbett after he 
signed the Fair Share Act into law on June 28. This will 
help make Pennsylvania more competitive in terms of job 
development and economic opportunities and will help 
bring down the high cost of health care.

district Office Here to Serve You
My district office at 106 Arch St. in Sunbury 

offers constituents assistance with state-related con-
cerns and issues. 

The office is open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. and by appointment.

Services that my staff and I can assist with in-
clude:
 Information about legislation.
 Driver’s license and vehicle registration 
     applications and renewals.
 Assistance with PennDOT paperwork 
    (lost cards, changes, corrections, special 
    registration plates, vanity plates, and temporary
    placards for disabled persons).
 PACE and PACENET applications for seniors.
 Property Tax and Rent Rebate applications.
 Voter registration forms and absentee ballot
     applications.
 State tax forms.
 Student aid applications.
 Referrals to agencies to resolve state-related
    matters.
Please also contact me through my legislative 

website at LyndaCulver.com and through Facebook 
at Facebook.com/RepCulver.

StAtE  REPRESEntAtiVE LYNdA SCHLEGEL CULVER
1 0 8 t h   Le gi s l at i ve  D i s t r i c t

diStRiCt OFFiCE:
106 Arch St., Sunbury, PA 17801
(570) 286-5885     
Toll-Free 1-800-924-9060
HOURS:  Monday - Friday 8:30 
A.M. - 4 P.M.

HARRiSBURG  OFFiCE:
PO Box 202108, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2108
(717) 787-3485

Email: 
lculver@pahousegop.com
LyndaCulver.com
Facebook.com/RepCulver

SAtELLitE OFFiCE HOURS SEt FOR FALL
 
I will be at the following locations from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

on the dates listed below to help constituents with any state 
government-related issue. No appointments are necessary. 
Just stop by.

Sept. 29 - Point Township, 759 Ridge Road, 
     Northumberland.
Oct. 7 -  West Chillisquaque Township, 485 Railroad St.,  

         Montandon.
Oct. 11 -  Lower Augusta Township, 609 Hallowing Run
     Road, Sunbury.
Oct. 27 -  Shamokin Dam, 210 W. 8th Ave., 
     Shamokin Dam.
Nov. 3 -  East Chillisquaque Township, 
     1110 Mexico Road, Milton.
Nov. 17 -  Shamokin Township, 138 Old Reading Road, 
     Sunbury.

“StAY HEALtHY, KEEP MOViNG” 
SENiOR HEALtH 

LiFEStYLES ExPO   
Thursday, Oct. 20

9 a.m. to noon
Sunbury YMCA, 1150 North 4th St., Sunbury

More than 30 vendors will participate in an event designed to 
keep you moving and staying healthy.

In addition to informative exhibits, door prizes and gift cer-
tificates -- including those from restaurants, salons, the YMCA 
and trips from local bus companies -- will be raffled hourly.

Lots of exercise and nutrition demonstrations will be offered. 
In addition to free manicures, free blood pressure screenings, 
joint assessments, flu shots and colon cancer screening kits will 
be offered to help promote good health and wellness for senior 
citizens.

Betsy Ross, portrayed by Kathryn Shade, will join us at 9:15 
a.m. and the Susquehanna Trail Dog Training Club will be per-
forming a square dance with the club’s trained dogs.

Join us for a morning full of fun. To register in advance, please 
call my district office at (570) 286-5885.


